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So…

Everyone loves student groupwork.. Right?

What’s the problem?



588 Units

245 Staff

The Beginning!

Mapping Graduate Attributes into 
Undergraduate Curriculum

2010
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Ouch!





https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Giraffe_bending.jpg

Group work

Challenging

at best can be

At worst, can be…





Students aren’t particularly fond of group work either

Two common challenges with student groupwork

Among many



https://www.flickr.com/photos/74822033@N00/523868342

Freeloaders

Dealing with



And…

Which leads to…



https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=24518760

Anyone feel like this guy?

Academics refereeing student disputes





Self and Peer Assessment



”The act of self assessment can be a force pushing students to 
engage more actively in their own learning” (Roberts, 2006)

“Self and peer assessment can help students develop lifelong 
learning skills and can aid in students’ critical reflections of 
their own, and others’ work in parallel” (RMIT, 2008)

The scholarly ‘bit’

“SPA helps to alleviate the burden of group-work for academic 
staff and has demonstrated positive impact on student 
engagement and their attitudes towards team-based 
assessment” (Lawson et al., 2018).



http://www.flickr.com/photos/elvinj/5432871383/

Moodle – Workshop Activity

Product Process

Self & Peer Assessment

http://www.flickr.com/photos/ndguard/4439099274/



Formative survey near beginning

Basic pedagogical strategy for SPA Groupwork

Summative survey at end

Vary students group grade individually by 
average peer evaluation result



Has to work equally well for online and on-campus students



http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3505/3840262973_9605fc4149_z.jpg?zz=1

Self & Peer Assessment

Not New at CQU

SPARK+



“Enables students to confidentially rate their own and their peer’s 
contributions to groupwork” 

(UTS, 2010)



http://www.flickr.com/photos/jurvetson/3277667570/

Standard survey tools didn’t fit

Google Forms

Survey Monkey



How hard could it be??



http://www.flickr.com/photos/pifaslt/3510476937/

Is born

SPA @ CQUniversity

But not this cute J



http://www.flickr.com/photos/fugly-people/4644394359/

SPA1 looked more like this

SPA @ CQUniversity



http://www.flickr.com/photos/soda37/6496536471/

Learn as we go – evolutionary journey

Safe-fail risk management

Our approach to Education Technology Research

Simple, easy to use

Fits CQUni’s diverse context

Integrate with Moodle groups

Overarching goals



http://www.flickr.com/photos/brandonhirsch/1436071618/
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Revisions

Revisions

SPA version 7

SPA Evolution @ CQU



Psychology

http://www.flickr.com/photos/librariesrock/3669741400/

Diverse Usage of SPA @ CQUni - Disciplines

OHS

Sonography

Social work

Paramed. Sci.

Performing Arts

Public Relations

Env. Health

Education

Bus. Mgmt.

Biology

HRM

Engineering ICT



Student Groupwork SPA Survey



Identify Problematic Groups Early



Identify Problematic Groups Early



Summative Survey Results

Integrate directly with gradebook





Uptake of SPA @ CQUni (2013 – 2020)

# Units 97 
# Unit Offerings 417 
# Staff 99 
# Surveys 933 
# Students 5,083 
# Student Surveys 42,287 

Some numbers



https://www.flickr.com/photos/73645804@N00/4759535950


